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Whether, and How they may lawfully Qualifie 


themſelves for their holding 


cording to the Act for Corporations ? 


N this Ad there are two things impoſed ; an Oath, ang a Renunciation of the 
Covenant : And we muſt lay down this * Rule at firſt, That all Impoſitions of 
of our Superiours mult be taken 1n the ſenſe and meaning of thoſe that Impoſe 
them (there need be no ſcruple elfe in ſubmiſſion to any thing enjoyned.) The 

bottom is this, becauſe the Law-is the Will of the Lawgiver, and it is the Law- 
over's Meaning, which 15 his ill, howſoever the words of a Law 1s expreſſed. 
The Parliament here (we know) is the Lawgiver, and this Oath then muſt be t4- 
ken, and Renuciation made in the ſenſe and meaning of the Major part of the Par 
liament which paſſed the Act : Where we mulſt alſo premiſe thus much, thar it is 
not for any Sherift, Alderman, or other perſon upon whom this Oarh is Impoſed, 
(for we muſt begin with That) to put a meaning of his own upon it, which isto be 
taken only.in'Theirs that paſſed the A7 ; but to confider verily what he believes ro 
that Meaning, which 1s indeed the Lxawgivers. Not to determine neither and ſay, 
This is the meaning, but to be able to ſay, I believe this to be their Meaning, which 
is neceſſary toevery one that takes it, to determine for himſelf, that he may adt in 
Faith in what he does. 


the Office, ac- 


* To this 
Rule there 
1s a double 
Extreme. 
The one, ts 
of rhoſe 
who think a 
man muſt 


take every 


Impoſition 
in the ſtrict 
Iireral con- 
ſtcaction, & 
can ſubmir 
tO It no o- 
therwile. 
The other, 
its of 1uch 
who ſap- 


| ofe thar if 
2 man can frame any inrerprerartion of his ownthar is bur reaſonable, he may rake the words tn that 
ſenſe and be ſatisfied. The j77/t of rhele 1s {ortigid, rhar rhere is nothing can be impoſed, bur we ſhall 
ftrainatttz and the /a/? ſo looſe, rhar nothing can be 1inpot:d, bur we thall {wallgw tr. Therrue Me- 
dium is this, we muſt fir down and conſider whar we believe ro bethe meaning of the Lawgiver,and if 
we can ſubmit ro an Impoſfition in that ſenfe or meaning which we believe theirs, we muſt doit; burif 
ve believe their ſenſe ro be ſuch, as we cannot rake ir 1n that ſenſe, we muſt forbear ir and ſuffer. 


We muſt add, "That when ye ſay the Parliament is the Lawgiver, we underſtand by the Pars 
liament, the King, Lords anu Commons; and conſequently, that the ſenſe of the Law, (and fo of 
this Oath) muſt be always that ſenſe wherein the Houſe of Lords did concur with the Houſe of 
Commons,and the King with both. If there be any ſenſe therefore of an Impoſition which may 
be ſuppoſed to be then:caning of he King, and not of the Houſes, or of One of the Houſes, and 
not the Other ; or a leſſer part of either Houſe, and not the 72ajority of both, that fenſe muſt be 
ſtill lookt on as too narrow, aud ought not to ſcruple the Conſcience, the true ſenſe obliging the 
Subjeft, being the concurrent ſenſe of the Kine, Lords and Commons, who as aflembled Jjoyntly to 
this end of Legiſlation, not one without the other, but all three togerher, as One Corforation (and 
otherwiſe) are the Lawgzwver. | 

Neither is this ſenſe to be collefted from the firft Roating apprehenfions of any one that moves 
a matter in the Houſe, but from the digeſted thoughts of both Houſes, atter a mature debate,and | 
the thing hath thrice paſſed in thegn both, fo that no ſenſe of any Impolition but that which is 
apreeable to Reaſon, and more eſpecially ro the fundamental Laws of the Conſtitution, muſt be 
received as the Meaning of a Parliament, the Reaſon being, becauſe the nature of the Conſtitution 
1s ſuch, as it cannot be infringed by an ACt or Law for the Adminiſtration ; which is a Note to 
be laid in here, that by-and-by will be needful. Thus much therefore farther, and no les being 
premiſed, we Sues . 

By taking Arms, Let us ſuppoſe the Sheriffs believe the Parliament meant the raiſing an Ar- 
Army,or War ; and by the King, the King's own Sacred Perſon, as there is nothing elſe indecd 
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(2) 
* The only objedti- can be meant : And we can ſee no *® ObjeQtion which may not be anſwered 
ons here which are £1 this Little, in the firſt Clauſe of the Oath. T A. B. do ſwear, That 


of weight, may ve 1, 14. unlawful to take Arms againſt the King (or his Righttul Govern- / 


reduced to iwo Ca- ; 
ſes. One is rhe Caſs ment) upon any Pretence whatſoever. 


of Private violence, Ds 
as ſuppoſe a Prince thoull goto raviſh a Virgin, and ſhe catches up the next Weapon or Inftrumenr ro 


defend berfelf. In this Catg, or the like, we anſwer, this Defence is nor 10 be accounted taking Arms 


in the ſenile of this At. The other is a Caſe of Pub ich violence ; as ſuppole a Prince ſhould go abour | 


ro alienate his Kingdom, or ruine his Country,or the like. Wc anſwer, we are nor for all that to ree 
tur violence upon his Perſon ; and as for his Officers, Followers, or Armies, the tolution muſt be 


attended in the next Clauſe of the Oarh. 


If David's heart ſmots him for cutting off but SawPs Skirt, when he was actually in Arms 
to defend himſelf againſt Sau/'s Forces, onely becauſe he was the Lord's An0mrcd. It 15 not in 
this firſt Clauſe (any one may conjeCture) but m the enſuing, where the Chuer Scruples againſt 
the Oath are to be removed. 


| In the ſecond Clauſe, By thoſe Commiſſionated by Him, let us ſuppoſe they believe the Parlia- 
ment meant, and could mean, no other than ſuch as have a due Authority from Him, and exer- 
ciſe it onely according to Law: And fo long as the King's Authority, and ſuch Commiſſions are 
one, (or the ſame,) we can ſee no more difficuity remaining in the ſecond Claule, than inthe for- 
mer: And 1 do abhor (that is, diſown or diſclaim) that Trayterous Poſition, of takmg Arms by His 
Authority againſt His Perſon, or againſt any Commiſſizrated by Him m the purſuit of ſuch Commiſe 
frons : Thatis, Legally Commitlionatetl by Him, in the Legal purſuit of fuch Commiſſions. * 
It is not to be imagined that the Parliament, when they paſſed rhis Act, {hat is, the, Major 
part of them) ſhould deſign the ſetting up an Arb-trary Government in the Nation : But:f the 
meaning of thoſe Commiſſionated by Him, be otherwiſe than thus, they mult deſign it. An Arbj- 
- Trary Power, as ſoon as they paſſed this Clauſe inany Act, muſt be accounted to Commence. A 
thing moſt abſurd to be believed, and in the contrary beliet whereof the moſt ſcrupulous man 
(we thank God) may reſolvedly take this Oath, 


: Inthe third Clauſe, we diſtinguiſh an Endeavour to change or reform any thing in Church or 
State, which we think conducive ro the good of the Nation in a Partamenrary way one'y, as is 
allowed by the tundamental Law and Courſe of the Realm, from an Endeavour in any other 
away that 1s not warranted by the faire, to wit, in aſcditious way, or infuch n:mner as they did 
zn the late Times, when they endeavoured the Excirpation of Prelacy by force agamſt 2nd with 
0:1 the King's conſent in Parliament, (which may be believed to be the afjured ſenſe of the Ma- 
ns he Jor:ty in the Houſes, when they patled this Act,) and ſo lor; as to do ſo 
of the Parliamentin © 202, May be acknowledged (as afluredly) ro be unjawtul, and what 
this Ozth and De- ought to be diſclaimed, the oftence muſt be over mn the laft pait of the 
claration was, that Oath alſo: And that I will net endeavour any filteration of Government 
we ſhould declare hes in Church or State; to wit, 1n any manner not werranied by the 


It £0 be unlawtul for a2 | 4 ; ng 
1s ro do that now, Conftitution of the Land, or any otherwiſe, than by ACt of Parliament, 


which they did then 

' (or & ”f late hath been pratiiſed, touſe the words of the Militia Act, we arc out of doubt; bur whe- 
ther in the peculiar caſe of thoſe times there was any thing might be lawful. or ary way juſtifiable 
to be done then (when the King and Houlcs (che. One Corporation) were divided, and he had paſltd 
an Act not ro Diflolve them wirkour rheir conſent, Which is a caſe never like ro happen any more, and 
lo no danger ropur 1t) which zow 1s certainly unlawful, is a Gucftion we have nothing ro do with, 
and 1nterpoſe nothing to offend any. 


__ Weconfirm this Expoſition with one clear Reaſon. The k thing intended by this Oath, is 
the preſervation of the Government in the fundamental Conltitution againſt all Alteration. Bur 

the Conſtitution of our Government being ſuch in the foundation, that whatſoever is needful or 

convenient to be altered, it may be propoſcd to that end in Parliament : to.take away rhat Li- 

berty which is univerſally radicated in the whole Nation in order thereunto, were a piece of the 

peut Alceration that could be, and conſequently never to be underſtood as intended by the 
aW2i vere 


As for the Solemn League and Covenant (the Renunciation® whereof 1s the. ſecond thing here 
1umpoſed,) it 1s an Oach {o long fince in Being, rhar, *ris two to one but both theſe Sherifls (as well 
as the laſt) never took, to that they may ſafely ſay, there lies no obligation upon them at all from 


it; Andas for others that did, we humbly conceive, that being taken in its Ccmplex Conſideration, 


as It was preijed and uſed at that time, for the engagement of People to the E xtirpgtion of the 
Biſhops, and change of Church-Government without the King, . againſt. His Conſent, and Pub- 
lick Declarations,and by Force, it muſt needs be Unlewfl.and could pot bind any body ro do ſo: 

and 
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and conſequently we truſt, that fuch Gentlemen ſhall not oftend God, or any good Men, if they 
farther ſubſcribe this Declaration, wh:ch is alſo required : I A. B. do veclare, That I hold there 
lies no Obligation on me, or on any other Perſon, from the Oath commonly called,” The Solemn Leagiie 
and Covenaot, to endeavour any Change or Alt cratios of Government either in Church or State , 
And that the ſame was in it ſelf an unlawful Oath, and impoſed on the Subjects of this Realm, a- 
gainſt the known Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom. | | 

| By ſome of which laſt words it appears,that this Oath was framed for the Suvjects of the Realm, 
(we fay, that this Oath was, in the meaning of the Irpoſers of this Declaration, rhe Snzjects 
Oath, and conſequently by the words, or any other Per{vn, they muſt MCA tl,Cr any other Subject : 1 
which appears alſo maniteſtly in the Preamble of that League, We, ſuch and ſuch under the King. 
There is one part of it moreover expreſs for the preſervation of the King ; we do ſuppole there- 
fore,that though an Oath to the ſame main efteCt,or one like it, was impoſed on ths King by the 
Scots,that Oath muſt be conceived another than this, and not the very ſame, being nor ſo inevery 
point, but an Oath indeed (as they call'd it) 7 confirm the Covenant, when He ofter'd this very 
Exception againſt taking the Covenant it ſelf, becauſe it was an Oath for the Subjects On! y. And 
this being enough to ſave the Conſcience in one chief Scruple, (and chietelt one,) we will gather 
up again whar is {aid before into one Argument (which we fix upon) for a fuller ſatisfaction in 
regard to all others. To own the King and his Authority in the fame Oath, and yet to {wear to 
change the Government 2v#thout His Will, and againſt it, 1s (we think) in # ſelf unlawful. Such 
an. Oath was the Covenant; and L242 unlawful, it muſt be unobligatory. 

And what indeed ſhal: now hinder theſe Sheriffs to ſubſcr:be, "That there lies no obligation up- 
on them,or others, from the Covenant, to endeavour any Alteration of Government in that tenſe as 
they ſwear before that they will not endeavour any, in the third clauſe of the Oath preceding ? 
For ſo long as the meaning of the Lawg;ver 's no other than That which is made to appear there, 
upon the account given,and the Endeavour which 1s here, and which 1s there, is the ſame out of 
doubt, we do not ſee but the Reaſon which aves ſar'she any Man upon the Point about taking the 
Oath, muſt be ſufficient for the Declaraiion alſo. In ſhort, There Iyes 10 obligation pon any from 


this Oath, to do as they ſware itz, It x in it Jelf lawful to do ſo; & the Impoſition of it was illegal. 


In the Sacred Story concerning Rahab and the Spies, it appears that no body can be engaged 
any farther by an Oath, than what he agree: or conſents to 1n the taking it. Where he declares 
before-hand he will not be bound, he 1s tree. We cannot tell how much /ar!er,or how much nar» 
rawer a compa{s others may draw to then:e.ves from that inſtance, than we ; bur thgs we will fay, 
That upon the \.zppotal of cither of theſe Sherifts making a Declaration for himſeif (if rhis Paper 
will not ſerve | when he rakes the Oath, and ſubſcribes the Declaration enjoyned, thar he does it in 
this Meaning,wh.ch w« have all along expreſſed, fuppoling irtrue, (and with theſe explanatory 
limitations to the Meanmy, it indeed in any thing it be otherwiſe,) we do apprehend that his 
Conſcience may receive {aristaction thereby in its compliance with the Law 1n thele Impoſitions, 
which he cannot retuſe, without the refuſal alfo of his Duty. | 

After this, there is an ACt of Parliament,intituled, An At for preſerving His Majeſty,(4n.1 3. 
Car.2. Regis c.1.) wherein this Covenant 1s declared peremptorily to be #n/awfnl and null, that 
gave one of the Sheriffs laſt year a peculiar ſatisfaQtion. We argue from thence thus : As we tind 
in the Law of Moſes, when a Wife or a Daughter made a Vow,it the Hu | | ; 
band or the Father diſallowed it, ,that Vow was * reſcinded. So may we We lay down this 


apprehend the very ſame Reaſon to be here in regard to this League or Rule here, thar if ; 


any min makes a 


Covenant : For the Subject being (quoad hoc) not Jus juris, but under the 
power of the Prince, and much more under the moſt ſupreme and abſolute 
Authority of Parliament, and the late Kang declaring ſtill againſt this Oath 
at the very time,and a Parliament,{tnce the return of this King as ſoon as it 
could be done,having palled an Act on purpote for difannulting the ſame, 
there appears no difference between the Caſes, but that the obligation of this 


League, as well as of thoſe Vows, muſt give place to ſuch an Authority over- 


ruling it: And more eſpecially (we muſt add) becauſe the Alteration of Go- 
vernment (the ſole matter in concern} does belong to the cognizance of 
the Higher Powers, (we mean a Parliament) and is not the b.finefs of an 

Private perſon,unleſs in order to procuring their Conſentand Eſtabliſhment. 


Vow ro God, which 
he canhor perform 
withour the conſenr 


'of another, who 


is his Superiour , 
(and much more if 
rhrough him it muſt 
be done,) if thzr 
Orher Reciaims the 
thing as foon as he 
hears of ir, the Au- 
thoriry of God by 
the £quity of this. 
Law given by Moſes, 


docs (as we ſuppoſe) diflolve rhe Obligation, though elſe irwould nor be diflolved by 


the Aurhority of a Superiour only. 


If this reaſoning r.ow ſhall ſatishe theſe Sheriffs,and yet be unſatisfaGtory to another perſon, let 


us but warn ſuch a man that he does nothing after their Example, unleſs he be ſatisfied with our 
Reaſons,and we care not. If our Argument farishe any,man, and he follows their pattern, we 
edifie him ; if they do not, and he follows his own judgment, we do him no hurt. It is a man's 
own Conſcience is the Diſcerner to him of his Duty, and he 1s not to regard another Mans, any 


farther than to avoid Active Scandal, - 


We 


\X 


X 
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We donot mean it, as if every man therefore ſhould lean onely fo his 091 underſtanding, bur 
rather take advice, and that which is the moſt ſerious and proper he can get. For our parts, we 
Es have no more tooffer or ſay, but that we were particularly beholding for 
* OY ow s Sed" this which 1s faid, to a Book, intituled, ® A Peaceable Reſolution of Conſcience 
1680-and is fold by touching our preſent Impoſitions. In which Book the Readers ( that pleaſe ) 
The, $5u20:;ds atthe will find the Rule by which weare to walk, under ſuch InjunCtions of our 
P: 7.077 L7Ms MM Syperiours as theſe, to be ſuch, or ſo ſer out, as that according to the Per- 
fuaſion of a man's mind about the fame, both he that Coxforms to them, 
and he that Cannt, may ſee reaſon to retain a fair Opinion of one another, 'and to hope that 
neither of them depart from a-good Conſcience in what they do. | 

"This {5 the Modcration we defire our felves, and theſe Sherifts to follow, In our Loyalty to 
our Sovereign, In our Love to our Country, and In our Religion to God, 


A—— 


Luco4ts-ſirect. 


EC 
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The Reaſons for Printing this Paper are theſe. 

1. To take the Oath, and ſubſcribe the Declaration m the literal ſtrict Conſtruction, appears, 
in our judemenr, unlawful ; and conſequently, unleſs by ſome means or other the ſenſe be made 
publick in which a man does take them, (and that ſenſe alſo be juſtified, or at leaft be Jaſtitable) 
he mult forbear, : : 

2. The Declaration is againſt the Conſciences of the Nonconformmſts in general, infomuch as 
ſome men who took the Oath, cannot ſubſcribe the Declaration ; and for any Conſcientious men 
therefore to-do it now, and not declare their Reaſons of Satisfaction, were to fin againſt the 
Brethren if they own them, or to diſclaim them. : we 

2. By doing this, a man ſhall give occaſion to others to follow his example, and if he preſent 
them not his Grounds or Reaſons, Thoſe that follow ſhall do iz without the fame Reaſons, and 
through his knowledge ſhall ſach periſh. But when ye ſm ſo againſt the Brethren, and wound their 
weak Conſciences, ye ſm againſt Chriſt. - | 

4. The Epiſcopal Party are generally apt to think the Nonconformiſts to be Hypocrites and 
Knaves, and ſay, Theſe mem refuſe theſe InjunEtions out of humor,or for their profit, but they will 
ſwallow them as well as we for Honour, or for Advantage. If any conſiderate Men therefore ſhall 
Swear and Declare, and not give us ſome rational Account of what they do, (or ſome others 
for them) they muſt not only wrong themſelves, but the whole generation of ſuch Men, and 
cauſe the Name of God (in regard to them) ro be blaſphemed. | 

5. It pleaſed Providence to call two Perſons to the Ofhce the laſt year, whereof one of them 
at leaſt (if not both) were the better inabled (to ſpeak mogeſtly) if nor quire, to hold the ſeme 
upon the ſatisfaftion which is couched in this Paper; and if it be of great Concern at this time 
that ſfuach Men do hold Sheriffs, who are willing to deny their own Advantage, (not ſeck it) for 
the ſake of the Publick: It 1s yet of greater concern thar by the publiſhing our grounds for 
their ſatisfaction. Many in diſtreſs about the Oxford Act, may be relieved, and a way opened 
for Many of the like ſubſtantial Citizens of known Piety, Loyalty and Ability, to be brought- 
intd Corporations, throughout the Narion, to the great ſervice of the King and Kingdom. 


— 
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: Toconclude, We have here laid down the R#/e concerning Humane Impoſitions, and applied 
it to this Oath and Subſcription. If any man 1s perſuaded in his Conſcience that the meaning of 
the Lawgiver was no more than thus he may ſubmit to them both,and make nn ſtand : but if he 
believes their meaning was otherwiſe(or doubts that it was more than thus,) he Cannot Swear or 
Subſcribe, but with Limitaticns ; and he muſt declare thoſe Limitations or Forbear. But ib be 
ſhall Swazr or Subſcribe (ſuppoſing him one that doubrs) with a Declaration in the words 
before written | That he does it, in the meaning which z here expreſſed, ſuppoſing it true, and 
with theſe Explanatory Limitaticns ro the meaning, if m any thmg indied it be otherwiſe,) 
and fo give ( or throw) in this Paper to the Perſons before whom he 
is to do it, we are perſuaded of the * Lawfulveſs in point of Cen- 
ſerence.® Whether they receive the Paper, an acmit of your ſenſe or nor, 
it 15 no matter ; for they have no power in it, andthe thing will be alike 
known. And thus have we lent our hanzs to get the concern over 
theſe blocks, and yet ſo, as to deliver alfo our ſeals. For, as this Sheet was 


* In Nr. Baxter's Fu- 
neral Scrimon uf on 
that late holy Citt- 
zen Ivir. fd ſkourſt, WE 
take rnouce of this 
pallage: Some may 
r1nk that be wanted 


a Publich Spirit, be- 
catſe he avoided being 
a Magijirate,and paye 


printed the laſt yeqr, there is one of us having been ſince ſomething diſla- 
tighed, does hereby recall it : But as it comes out now with this laſt Para- 


Fs aus Y- gra h added to it (which then. was wanting) we do (Newine contradicente, 
E as He TAELEEY 


han take an Alder - heand all) acquieſce 1n it. 

mans Place; butit was only to keep the Peace of his Conſcience——Yet Tmnewer heard him ſpeak urckaritably of 
thoſe Worthy Men w1.0 do what be refuſed, ſ1:ppyſmg thar they, in words or wittmg, deciared as openly as they 
ſware and 100% the Declaration,that they took bur im ſuch or ſuch a lawful ſenſeztLongh he could not ao ſo hints 
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